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As an outline of the history of Japanese Confucianism, the work is 
quite successful. But the title of the book suggests something more. 
" The present work," writes the author in the Preface, " is given to the 
public in the hope that it will throw light on some of the formative ele- 
ments of Japanese civilization, and lead to a better understanding of 
Japanese character and life." Viewing the work from this standpoint, 
the writer is not so successful in attaining his second object as in accom- 
plishing the first. He should have made clearer how the Japanese spirit 
began from earlier times to assimilate Confucianism, and how, as a con- 
sequence of that process of Japanizing Confucianism during the Toku- 
gawa era, " it was made far more vigorous and efficacious than in China 
and elsewhere." If Japanese Confucianism can enlighten the West at 
all, this light does not consist in what it contains, but in how it came to 
be what it is. For, as to the content, there is nothing in Japanese Con- 
fucianism which is not found in China or in Europe and America; but, 
as to the process of Japanization, it is peculiar to Japan and worthy of 
investigation. It is really an unfortunate thing that the author of the 
book conceives that "the light of the East" consists in the matter of 
Confucianism rather than in that method of development which makes 
it Japanese. So his conclusion is that "a sympathetic investigation of 
things Eastern will convince even the most skeptical that ' East is West ' 
and always has been so" (p. 306). "East is West" may be a discovery, 
but not necessarily the light from the East. In fact, the book is con- 
cerned with the former, and not with the latter. "It is my hope," says 
the author in the preface, " that these studies . . . may lead others to the 
conviction that East and West are fundamentally one." 

Such sweeping statements and criticisms as I made above, can, I 
think, hardly do full justice to the book, which was written by one who 
is not a native Japanese. As to the chief attractions of the work, such 
as a command of language and power of imagery I was, I confess, charmed 
as I read it. 
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